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MARIJUANA 


LINE UP FOR IT — 


LEGA 


GARY REYES — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Hundreds wait in line Monday before the opening of the Caliva cannabis dispensary in San Jose. New Year’s Day marks the 
first day dispensaries in California were legally allowed to sell recreational cannabis through retail stores. 


‘Overdue’: Demonized weed has Bay Area customers line up overnight 
to buy it — California is 6th state to allow sales of recreational pot 


By Lisa M. Krieger 
and Emily DeRuy 
Staff writers 


While most of the Bay 
Area was still sound 
asleep, thousands of polite, 
cheerful and suddenly law- 
abiding marijuana custom- 
ers awoke before dawn on 
New Year’s Day to stand 
in line for the state’s first- 
ever legal sales of a long- 
demonized plant. 

The sky didn’t fall. 
Stoned zombies didn’t 
crash cars. U.S. Attor- 
ney General Jeff Sessions 
didn’t jump out of the 
bushes with handcuffs. 

“Tt feels great. It is long 
overdue,” said Craig Rein- 
arman, a UC Santa Cruz 
sociology and legal stud- 
ies professor emeritus who 
purchased the first weed 
at the KindPeoples dis- 
pensary in Santa Cruz to 
a round of applause. 

Then he carefully 
wrapped up his new pur- 
chase — a eighth of a gram 
of indica flower called 
“Nine Pound Hammer” — 


More online: For 
more coverage of 
California’s legalization of 


recreational marijuana, visit 
WWW.THECANNIFORNIAN.COM 


and went home to catch up 
on some work. 

The cannabis would 
wait for later, he said. “It'll 
make late night TV more 
fun,” the 69-year-old Rein- 
arman quipped. 

Defying federal law, Cal- 
ifornians voted for canna- 
bis legalization in Novem- 
ber 2016 by passing Prop- 
osition 64 with 57 percent 
of the vote. While it’s been 
legal to use ever since, it’s 
been illegal to buy or sell 
until now. 

California is now the 
sixth state in the nation 
to allow recreational can- 
nabis sales, joining Col- 
orado, Washington, Ore- 
gon, Alaska and Nevada. 
The marijuana market — 
the largest cannabis one in 
the country — is expected 
to grow to $7 billion annu- 
ally by 2020. 
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Founders Steve DeAngelo, right, and Andrew DeAngelo 
guffaw while preparing to cut the ribbon at Harborside of 
Oakland. One customer exults to be “part of history.” 


NS 


Marijuana buds are displayed at 
Harborside. “Many people never 


thought we would see this 
day,” says Steve DeAngelo. 


"It’s 
awesome. 
It’s beena 
long time 
coming. This 
is going to 
help a lot of 
people." 


— Miguel Vargas, of San 
Jose, who uses cannabis 
to ease knee and lower 
back pain 


GOOGLE GLASS MADE COMEBACK IN 2017 


Augmented reality glasses rise again 


Technology firms compete to create 
devices to blend reality with internet 


By Seung Lee 


slee@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Augmented reality is 
roaring back to promi- 
nence as one of Silicon 
Valley’s favorite frontier 
technologies, nearly three 
years after Google’s brief, 
unsuccessful run at the 
market with its infamous 
smart glasses. 

When criticism of the 
Google Glass over pri- 
vacy and safety concerns 
led some bars and res- 
taurants to ban the then- 


future of mixing artifi- 
cial graphics with real-life 
viewing seemed more like 
a pipe dream than science- 
fiction-turned-reality. 

But AR headsets are 
back in vogue, as Face- 
book-owned Oculus, Ap- 
ple and the much-hyped 
and mysterious startup 
company Magic Leap all 
work to bring new enter- 
tainment devices to mar- 
ket, hoping to blend real- 
ity with the internet. 

Even Google Glass 
made a comeback in 2017 


GETTY IMAGES 


General Electric, Volkswagen and Boeing are among 
businesses testing the latest (2017) generation of 


BIPARTISAN BILL 


Reform 
of H-IB 


visas 
pursued 


New legislation would change 
rules for bringing in cheaper, 
skilled foreign workers 


By Tatiana Sanchez 
tsanchez@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Amid bitter partisan divisions over immigra- 
tion, Democrats and Republicans in Congress 
have come together in support of a bill under 
close watch in Silicon Valley that would make it 
harder for certain companies to employ skilled 
foreign workers. 

The plan, expected to go before Congress in the 
new year, is aimed at reforming the H-1B visa pro- 
gram, which crit- 
ics say allows com- WHAT WOULD IT DO? 
panies to bring in 
cheaper, skilled for- 
eign labor at the ex- 
pense of American 
technical workers. 

“We created a re- 
form that will min- 
imize the abuses,” 
said Rep. Darrell 
Issa, R-Vista, au- 
thor of the “Protect 
and Grow Ameri- 
can Jobs Act” that 
emerged from the 
bipartisan House 
Judiciary Commit- Å 
tee. Issa 

The bill would 
likely put Indian outsourcing firms, outfits that 
specialize in supplying cheaper visa workers to 
larger firms, at a particular disadvantage. But it 
seeks to avoid hurting tech companies such as 
Facebook, Microsoft, IBM, Qualcomm and others 
that say they’re highly dependent on H-1B work- 
ers to stay competitive. 

H-1B is a non-immigrant U.S. visa that allows 
American companies to hire graduate-level for- 
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The H-1B visa program bill, 
authored by Rep. Darrell 
Issa and Rep. Zoe Lofgren, 
seeks to avoid hurting tech 
companies while discourag- 
ing outsourcing firms. 


Lofgren 


WEDNESDAY MEETING 


Congress faces 
busy new year, 
maybe shutdown 


Agenda includes immigration, 
health care, caps on spending 


By Jeff Stein 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON » Congress faces a jam-packed to- 
do list when it returns this week, with deadlines 
looming on difficult issues — including how to 
fund the government and avoid a shutdown, sta- 
bilizing the nation’s health-insurance program 
for poor children, and whether to shield young 
undocumented immigrants from deportation. 

Fresh off a party-line vote to overhaul the tax 
code, the negotiations will test whether Congress 
and the White House still have the potential to 
craft any form of bipartisan agreement. If so, sev- 
eral of the year’s most contested issues might be 
resolved with months to spare before the 2018 
midterm campaign heats up. 

If not, the government could soon be on the 
verge of a shutdown, with pressing questions re- 
garding health care, immigration and other pol- 
icies left unresolved. Also on the agenda is emer- 
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